Perioperative complications of anesthesia.
An overview of several perioperative complications and their management strategies is presented. Operative hypothermia, malignant hyperthermia, bronchospasm, and side effects of spinal opioid agents are discussed. Ramifications of these complications may extend well beyond the operative period and influence patient outcome. Therefore, it is necessary that the surgeon have a fundamental understanding of the pathophysiology and modalities of treatment in the context of anesthesia and surgery.